
SET #1 

GLOBAL 

PREHISTORY 
"There have been two capital events in the course of human history: the making of tools (with which work was born); the making of art objects (with which play 
began)...the birth of art has its connections with the prior existence." 
           -Georges Bataille (1955), speaking of the Lascaux Caves 

 
In what ways might these works created from prehistoric times suggest through visual means man’s relationship to the 

natural world? (Since we have no written records, what could be hypothesized by examining one or more of the 

following: medium, technique, location, scale, or style?) 

THEME: MAN and the NATURAL WORLD 

FOCUS: Apollo 11 Stones, Bushel with IBEX Motifs, Caves 

as Lascaux, Stonehenge 

ONLINE: Kahn Academy Assignments 

READING: Ch. 1 – Prehistoric Art (p. 1-25) 

 

Animal facing left from Apollo 11 Cave, Namibia, Africa, c. 

23,000 BCE, charcoal on stone 

Beaker with animal (ibex) decoration, Susa, Iran, c. 4000 BCE, painted terracota 

Hall of Bulls, Lascaux, France, c. 16,000 – 14,000 BCE 



http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/stonehenge/

1. What is seen today is the result of at least three phases of construction, although there is still a lot of controversy 

among archaeologists about exactly how and when these phases occurred. It is generally agreed that the first phase of 

construction at Stonehenge occurred around 3100 BCE, when a great circular ditch about six feet deep was dug with a 

bank of dirt within it about 360 feet in diameter, with a large entrance to the northeast and a smaller one to the south. 

This circular ditch and bank together is called a _____________________.  

2. The second phase of work at Stonehenge occurred approximately 100-200 years later and involved the setting up of 

upright ____________________ posts, possibly of a roofed structure, in the center of the henge, as well as more upright 

posts near the northeast and southern entrances. Surprisingly, it is also during this second phase at Stonehenge that it 

was used for _____________________.  

3. Recent analysis has revealed that nearly all the burials were of adult __________________, aged 25-40 years, in good 

health and with little sign of hard labor or disease. No doubt, to be interred at Stonehenge was a mark of 

________________ status and these remains may well be those of some of the first political leaders of Great Britain. 

They also show us that in this era, some means of social distinction must have been desirable.  

4. The third phase of construction at Stonehenge happened approximately 400-500 years later and likely lasted a long 

time. In this phase the remaining blue stones or wooden beams which had been placed in the Aubrey holes were pulled 

and a circle 108 feet in diameter of 30 huge and very hard __________________ stones were erected within the henge. 

These upright sarsen stones were capped with 30 __________________ stones.  

5. The horizontal lintel stones which topped the exterior ring of sarsen stones were fitted to them using a tongue and 

grove joint and then fitted to each other using a ______________ and _____________ joint, methods used in modern 

woodworking. Each of the upright sarsens were dressed differently on each side, with the inward facing side more 

_______________ finished than the outer.  

6. Scholars in the 18th century first noted that the sunrise of the ________________________ is exactly framed by the 

end of the horseshoe of trilithons at the interior of the monument and exactly opposite that point, at the center of the 

bend of the horseshoe, at the _______________________, the sun is aligned. These dates, the longest and shortest days 

of the year, are the turning point of the two great seasonal episodes of the annual calendar. 

Characteristics of  
Paintings 

 Animal figures dominate- usually with a 
dark outline 

 Humans represented as stick figures, 
negative handprints 

 Lascaux Caves, 15,000- 13,000 BCE, 
France 

 Altimira Caves, Spain 

Characteristics of  
Architecture 

 Shelters out of large animal 
bones 

 Post and lintel systems 
(most basic type of 
architecture) 

 Stonehenge, possibly 
 

Characteristics of  
Sculpture 

 All in-the-round sculpture is portable 

 Some human representations have 
emphasis on certain body parts 

 Carvings on cave walls utilize natural 
formations in the rock 

 



Timeline 

Need to know 
dates… 

 

Paleolithic:  

25,000 BCE 

 

Neolithic:  

5,000 BCE 

 
Paleolithic Art:          40,000-8,000 BCE in the Near East 
"Old Stone Age"         40,000-4,000 BCE in Europe 
(Venus of Willendorf, Feline-headed statue, Lascaux Caves, Catal Hoyuk) 

 Hunter-Gatherers, Nomadic 
 
 
Neolithic Art:           8,000- 3,000 BCE in the Near East 
"New Stone Age"     4,000- 2,000 BCE in Europe 
(Stonehenge) 

 Cultivated, raised livestock, organized settlements 

 

Image Set Key Ideas 

1. Apollo 11 stones 
2. Great Hall of the Bulls 
3. Camelid sacrum in the 
shape of a canine 
4. Running horned woman 
5. Beaker with ibex motifs 
6. Anthropomorphic stele 
7. Jade cong 
8. Stonehenge 
9. The Ambum Stone 
10. Tlatilco female figurine 
11. Terra cotta fragment 
Plus... 
12. Venus of Willendorf 
 

 75,000 BCE: Stick of ochre (a pigment of the earth, brown/yellow) are 

engraved in Blombos Cave, South Africa, 61,000 years before the Lascaux 

caves! 

 Earliest works are cave paintings and portable sculptures 

 Conjectures are made about the meaning of prehistoric works 

 No one single function and the purpose can only be guessed  

 Monuments like Stonehenge show that people were able to build structures 

made of the post and lintel system. 

 The need to create is one of the strongest human impulses. 

 Focus on materials indigenous to the environment/geography 

 Since context is largely unknown, focus on original location and content 

 

Vocabulary Example Free Response 
Question 

1. Paleolithic 

2. Neolithic 

3. schematic 

4. shaman / Shamanism 

5. abstraction 

6. hunter-gatherer 

7. ritual 

8. cosmos 

9. ceramics 

10. monolithic 

13. anthropomorphic 

14. motifs 

15. archaeology 

16. cong 

17. henge 

18. lintel 

19. megalith 

20. menhir 

21. mortise-and-tenon 

22. post-and-lintel 

23. stele 

24. stylized 

25. corbelling 

26. nomadic 

27. sculpture in the round 

28. relief sculpture 

29. relative dating 

30. dolmen 

31. incising 

32. capstone 

33. passage grave 

34. low relief 

35. ware 

36. modeling 

37. twisted perspective  

38. zoomorphic 

 
 

 Where was this painting 
found?  

 What can be understood 
about this painting?  

 Describe the images and 
interpret its possible 
meaning? 



 


